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CONFIDENTIAL CAIRO 10035 

BEIRUT PASS BAGHDAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, EG, YE, YS 

SUBJECT: ATTEMPTED ASSASSINATION IN CAIRO OF MUHAMMAD (ALI HAYTHAM 

1. EGYPTIAN PRESS FOR PAST THREE DAYS HAS CARRIED STORIES CONCERNING 
OCTOBER 5 ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT IN CAIRO AGAINST PDRY EXILE LEADER 
MUHAMMAD 'ALI HAYTHAM. HAYTHAM WAS APPARENTLY WOUNDED, NOT SERIOUSLY 

DURING EVENING ON WAY TO LOCAL TELEGRAPH OFFICE, WHEN OVERTAKEN BY 
FOUR SOUTH YEMENIS DRIVING BLUE VW WHO USED PISTOL WITH SILENCER. 

LOCAL PRESS OCTOBER 7 REPORTED ARREST OF FOUR ADENIS AND SEARCH 
FOR REMAINING FUGITIVE. OCTOBER 8 ARTICLEIN GUMHURRIYA, BASED 
ON INTERVIEW WITH HAYTHAM HIMSELF, CLAIMS THAT ASSASSINS WERE ALSO 
AFTER YAR RIGHT-WING LEADER HASSAN AL-'AMRI DURING SAME 
EVENING. 

2. ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, LEADING SOUTH YEMENI UNDER 
ARREST IS HUSAYN SALIH HUSAYN, WHO CLAIMS TO BE MERE DRIVER 
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TO HAYTHAM, IS INTELLIGENCE OFFICER. SECOND DETAINEE, 'ALI 
ABDALLAH HADDAD. APPARENTLY A PROTEGEE OF HUSAYN. THIRD 
SUSPECT, HAMID MUHAMMAD MUDARRAM, CLAIMS TO BE TEXTILE WORKER 
IN ADEN, BUT, AGAIN ACCORDING TO HAYTHAM INTERVIEW, IN FACT 
HOLDS RANK OF CAPTAIN IN PDRY ARMY AND WAS HEAD OF REPUBLICAN 
GUARD IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING JUNE 22, 1969, "CORRECTIVE MOVEMENT." 
FOURTH SUSPECT, MUQBIL AHMAD SALIM, INTERESTINGLY ENGOUGH. IS 
ASSISTANT TO ADMINISTRATIVE ATTACHE AT PDRY EMBASSY IN BEIRUT. 

FIFTH SUSPECT, STILL AT LARGE, MUHAMMAD AL-HAYTHAMI, REPORTED 
TO BE MEMBER OF "REVOLUTIONARY COMMAND" IN ADEN. END UNCLASSIFIED 

3. BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL. COMMENT: THIS MOST RECENT PDRY-INSPIRED 
TERRORIST ATTACK COULD IMPAIR EGYPTIAN AND SAUDI EFFORTS TO MODERATE 
INTRANSIGEANT LEFT-WING STANCE IN ADEN, ESPECIALLY AS BLUE VW USED 
IN ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT OWNED BY PDRY EMBASSY IN CAIRO. MORE 
LIKELY, EGYPTIANS MAY TRY TO USE LATEST INCIDENT TO CONVINCE 
PDRY "MODERATES" THAT TIME HAS COME TO ACT AGAINST SUCH HARD- 
LINERS AS SA'ID 'ABDALLAH AL-BHARJABI (PARTY NAME MUHSIN), WHO 
HEADS STATE SECURITY MINISTRY. HAYTHAM. WHOSE POLITICAL 
FORTUNES HAVE BEEN ON WANE OF LATE, APPARENTLY PLAYING INCIDENT 
FOR ALL ITS WORTH, EVEN CLAIMING THAT ARAB COMMUNIST ORGANIZATION 
(OF WHICH SEVERAL MEMBERS WERE ARRESTED DURING SUMMER IN SYRIA 
AND KUWAIT) WORKS EXCLUSIVELY FOR ADEN IN BEIRUT. HAYTHAM. 

DURING GUMHURRIYA INTERVIEW. WENT SO FAR AS TO RESURRECT 
ASSASSINATION OF MUHAMMAD 'ALI ’UTHMAN IN TA'IZ IN MAY 1973 
TO PROVE PERFIDY OF ADEN RULERS. TO SQUARE THE CIRCLE, OCTOBER 
7 AKHBAR MENTIONS THAT PDRY EXILE NATIONAL UNITY FRONT LEADER 
'ABD AL-QAWI MAKKAWI ENTERED ACT WITH COMMUNIQUE DENOUNCING 
ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT AGAINST HAYTHAM. 

MAESTRONE 
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